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ws jv the higheſt rank. and greate Proficiency, ” 
"ar ſeeedfremfen the with an Oath. S i 


»*WE 1 . WY .7 


- Co men 2 Gn. 
Hnd ſerved Ged in the Sk fom petite 
Kom.1.g. yet he was ing:thar:o4 .- 
the Effemns mentioned] | 
"um d, that ( quecgued dizeri | 
1 y effe ipfhs rare : rhcir whidwas/ | _ 
| 7 men, 40d therefore it was ſupertiniais fot thent ta ſwear 
| Bleed Ants (a om Can 
$), that their love of veracity wazſoenft 
pong wagin {tcad of an Oath.z the cuſtar fol ie 
(as Honer xeted) bg having, 


wrt 1 IA8 08, po 

God I e319 .[ God ut my record L 
«5 4d @&g 1 ade 

inc os —— 


(>) "D 
ſt, [ Non furate omnino. ] ( Auguſtine 


himſelf did. {wear in his Epiltlezjm 
4 - are ſacred oaths,-is quail. 
- 1.50. zn and Jacob are ſaid to ſwears 

if 
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. * Ox 7 F p G _ in = 
a agate tarncatin 


A Eny Tometes, Fanloney oi 


(3) | 


Het 
BFA 


/ 


| 4} 


hemong!? the. Gentiles, cher big rejeies of he wes, 

ntk>\fpirie of Chrjid in the oj Teſtement-Prophots 

ng by the God of ruth, 2s that which was 

of Gods elect ſervants in the Chriftian Church, 
md chookng te Gentiles, © 

B 2 Therefore 


*. | 


(4) 
Therefore the holieſt Chriſtian may lawcully: iweur By the Get 
of :rath. 46 
The #x.1jor is undeniable, the Aſſumption | prove, from. {ſa 
$7 ( And ye fhall leave your nawe for « curje tomy choſen}: 
1he people that 1 thall choofe from amongirc the- genttles-ſball-ul 
your narac{ tbe name of 4 Few) in exccrations, when they; haye « 
minde to denounce a curſc, they ſhall da it in this or the like-forg, 
[ tbe Lord waks thee likg a Few whom he buth caſt off «nd mr de a 
bend upon earth] parallel to that, Feremy 29.22. of them ſhailby 
a care ( that is, the form of a curſe ) by af the caprivicyof Judihy 
T4 mg the Lord makg the liks Ahab and Zedekiah(two falſe 
_—-- king of Babylon by m the fire. (_ For the Lord God foul 


flay thee and call bis ſervants by anether name, | thatis, God will dif, 
ſolve the Fadaich, Church & Common-wealth, fo that his peop! 
no o__ be diſcriminated from the reit of the world by the came 
{ Fam (} but byſagother new name that which was given at Antiach, 
who ettiediſcples were firit called Chrittian, by which name. 
wicethe people of the God of Abram, have becn called and-gdiie- 


1enc't tom all other-people upon-the face of the carth. {Thus 


{ caſt-you off, 1 hai e none to worſhip me in the whole 
ſhall break-my. promiſe made to eAbrabem, But know ye 
e Abraham bath another ſced them carnal Jews ; and when ca 
oft L will take/the ſpirituall ſecd of Abrabar ( his children by fs 
to be my people ; who ſhall be known from others by the” 

{ Chriſtian ] by theſe I will be ſecured, not ( as | am now by = 


— of 1 org _—_ but in the carth, for che 

pts i f the tart my poſſeſſion, and whoſoever through 
wade world, wen, ſhall call the name. 
the true God, ſhall bleſſe themſelves in hus name, and ſmear by bityatt 
God of cru, as that God, who by chooſing gentile-belecvers 4oit 


his people, keeps faith with Abraham, Sec Calvin, $. forangh 


locuw. Occolampadi bypomnemata, &c. | 
Arg 4. That which the ſpirit of Chriſt, that wasin the pu 
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| (5) 
wetod hould te done in the time of the Goſpel by the Lorus 

ole. as an evidence of cheit converſion unto the Lord, may law- 
We done by Chriltians. 

Butthe ſpirit of Chrit which was inthe prophets fore:old that in 
te we of che Goſpel, the-Lords people ſhould ſwear by his name, 
gatevidence of their converhicn untothe Lord, 

_ Therefore a Chriſtian raay lawfully ſwearby the-Lords Name, 

The mejor is beyond all poliibilicy-of doubt, if it be conſidered 
hos it is limiced, for L do not ſay, that whatſocver the prophets fore- 
ſhould corac to paſle, may lawfully be- done ( for 1 know they 
zoldche treaſon of Fades, the Jewes rejeting of Chrit, ©) 
but; that whatſoever they ſoretold ſhould be doneas a ligne of grace, 
wan eviderice of their converſion.that do it, may be done withour 
is; For ſin.cannot be an evidence of grace ; works of darkneſſe can- 
at demon trate him that does-them to be @ childe of light. The truth 
dhe minor is clear, from, )ſaigh 45,23. / have ſworn 4 my ſelf , the 
wrdis gone out of my month. in right rouſnefſſt, end ſhall net return 
ſhall never be r d) chat wwe me every knee ſhall bow,every tongue 

ſmear. From which Text thatl may manifeſt the indubitable truth 
deach branch of = &» umption, Let it be obſerved, 

t. That this prophehie is to receive its accompliſhment in goſpel- 
unes. For God ſpeaks here co the exals of the earth; bids haneT Tt 
wm ard be ſaved, promiſcth ſalvation to the Gentiles, calleth- the 

ed of the nations to-corne neas,. and; ſweareth that every kyte 
bow zwnto biw.Now the ends of the earth the nations diſperſed did 
a look to God, were . not brought nigh till Goſpel-times, till 
Sa.n0t the gentile world, but onely the Jewiſh people did bow rhe 
5 ſmear to the God of 1ſrazl, to the Lord Fehovah.. Before the 


of Chriſt and the geatiles embracing the Goſpel, they were 
Cad, alren; and ſtrangers to the common-wealth of Iiracl, and the 
Chenancs of promiſe, af ar off , &c. Epbeſ.2.11, &6. 

4. That ſwearing tothe Lord is here propheſied of, as that divine 
kyice and homage, by the performing, whereof gentile-conyerts 
vere to declare their owning of, and conyerſion to the true God. 
Waiquotes this very Text to prove thatall men { Gentiles as well 
aJeu owe ſervice to Chriit, Row,14.9,10, He is Lord of all 

8 all nations are to do him homage ) for it is written, As 1 live 
AS the Lord ) every kyce ſhall bow to me, and every tongue ſhall confeſs 


F 
io 


(6) 
ts God, It wer: blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt 'to ſay, th 
Apoltle om the prophets words : but he knowing he —_ 


the Lord in this text, _— thay word in-the prophet, [ 
ſhall ſwear, ] ( which denotes an eminent aGt of ſavi 
a word which comprehends the whole ſervice of G 
= 
hat as the Gentiles,till ot ChrikC char 
ſerved dy-nd mall Chr ork 
and ſwearing, which before their ay 
verſion, they confer'd upon falſe Gods. 
Chuitians ould homage kim with ths ind. of divine fee 
for God w give" 


plying that Re by the Lord is one part of divine 
ther aQs of ſach confeſſion and that we confeſſe ou ek, in, wa 
by to thern : (0 aſter Chriſts calling orcs he 

3- That God hinafelf (wears by himſelf ( then which inflate i 


ſo eminent & confeſſion to God, as it virtually containg 
ſubjeQion to the true God, as well by amy 7 > == 
dience of the true God, ber marmdnns 4 eek re & 
CEASERS 


any other alt of divine O—_—_ 
the living Go+rv be, what his names and attributes import, i 
are ga) rearing 20 the WO 
ING — to the Lor# 
Cafe me that by rwo 
he unto the herrs of the ” 


lain ſenſe of the propher 

____— powerful oe. by transferrmg unto him thaſe 
honours, of the kyee 

mmmutabilitic of this Councall and 
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(7) 
ate Lord of beſts : There ſhall be an altar tothe Lord in the mcideji of the 
ladsf Exn7t » and a pillar to the Lird at the border thereof. _And it 
fe for « fegne and for a Witneſs unto the Lord of hoſts in the land of 

! apn'{ wr unto the Lord, and —_ I ſend them a Savinur. 
os Lord juall be known to Egipt, and the Egiptians ſhall know 
Laird jm that day, and ſhall do ſacrifice and oblation, yea, they ſba!l 
You s Vow anto the Lord and perform it, and be ſhall be emweated of 
a0 hd them, Upon whichtext I note. 

L. —_—_ — = memo that 
adk-high-prieſt, alledged this prophefie ro Pr Phulomerer, and 
[a habnt of ito that chorojorer which he buik 
s, in imitarion of that at Feraſalew, Joſeph, Antiql.t3.c.6,. 
al that diſcreet and ſober Jewiſh prieſt 7 himſelf m his 
nh wars(f.9 c..30. ) ſeems to c t mterpretation. 
ow wide ſuch Expoſitors were of the mark of troth , and how 
le this Propheſie is to any time, burtthat when © xypr was 
by the preaching of the Goſpell ro the acknow ent of 
tetrue God, hath abundantly been demonſtrated b ebixy in his 
Inſtr atio Evangelica, and the reft of thenntient Chrittian Apolo- 

upon theſc reaſons. 
1, Oziaz erected an altar in Egypr out of a fattious oppoſition to 
&tme high prict Simeon and the Feruſalem-Jewes of bis communi- 
Gang occalioged a ſchiſm from the Jadean Church, as poſepoms 

lefſeth - M4. Tutl.2. c, 30. Butthe effett of areing the altar 
in this pro was the uniting the ans and 
| to one Chu verſe.23. In thar this altar 
Whe ereQted to the Lord in the mideſt of Egypr?) there ſhall be an 
ont of Egipe 20 ia, and the Aſſyrian; ſhall come into. F, 


1ans into | ,and the E | the Lo 
SOLE are, 
Mn et be he of I YL 
1, jaying, Ex: people, Aſſyr14 r 
elſes mal . tune Chrifh —_— 109mg 
tenrenas off : ( Occdlampad.”) now under Chriſty 
he nhl waritocomenr wiepan, * 
choſen our Feraſelem Tor where 
Kd be worſhj the Jownrwde x ler the Mofaicalt law 
ay where but there; And therefore all the ſacrifices that 
were - 


(S) 
were offcred upon the altar, that Oni- creCtcd in Egipe, wary 
a! wy 1n tothe Lord, But God promiſeth in this text, wh 
oct unto the oblations offercd upon this altar, whether% 

T wo: ilc; and therefarc the acceptable ſacrifice and oblations 
mentioned, can be.no agher then that pure ten, which after 
coraing of Capill ould every Vhere offered, Gods. 
ſti >uld be great amongſt the Gentiles, Aſal,r. 11, Nor Wk 
ſpecihes any other thea that which S, Fax! menti "x 
have mn altar whereof they bave no right to car, which ſerve thi x 


cle; that is, Chri.ts Table-throne of grace, whereon we 2 | 
Sacramental 


God his Creatures of brcad and wine, and in the 

of them, celebrate the commemoration of Chriſts one 
turaſclf once made for all, and ovr ſelves unto God, agg 
crifice, together with our contributions of charity, a ſacrifice 
with God is well- pleaſed. Refpondeant Judi, lege  aceptam 
altare non fiat.niſs un loco, quem elegerit Der, © oſtve tantum « 
cerdotubus Levaacs generta immulentar, [Ecce, Eſaias aperre d.ca 
eAfgiptu ctlens Dexm & & mumera offer ant. $1: eAgip 
dotwum babcant ; iwprerur Of an lis Parndi teſtinmonizem dicemsy : tri 
to Sacerdorio, neceſſe eſt ut legus tranſlatio fiat, Hicronymus 18k 
Let the Jew, if.he can, anſwer this, ſaith S. Jerome, In the 
there. was 4 precept, that no altar ſhould be ſct op but 
that God ſhould We, that the beaſſs ſhould hc 


the Priclts of . + Butlo Eſaias ſaith ane | 


tian; ſhall o ſacrifices and oblitiens; Lf the Zgyp | 
a.Friclthood, that Teſtimony of S. Paxl is fullfilled int 
If the Prieſthood be changed, there muſt of receg AY ad 
alſo of the Law. 

3. Not the Egyptiang, be Fg nary onthat al 
Qua crolted EPR wP8 OR; er er? ed, accc 
tenure ofthis propheſie 1 the Pripeians were to to lic 
w_ ini ur he To. frhe Moſaical la and the ff 

4-. Duriag the cont of the Moſaical law an t 
Ozzy his m leand al th $0 belore be. ror 
Chriſtian altar dy x ch XZ 6{di Oe 
kg or | ſpake EE Ne heat E 
ſ uage of the heathen 
= dekther had rhey's Say Saviour a Mo them, till God cl » 


FE. (9) 

whleſe them. Nor did [ſrael, Egipt, eAfſyria, and other ym 

Went ether in the communion of one Catholick Church. Nor 
E 


bleſle the Gentiles ( as he promiſerh here he would blefle 
riprians and eAfſyrians ) by the name of his people, rill Chritt 
mak down the partition-wall, made of twain( Jew and Gentile ) 
aebodic, and called them a people that were not formerly the -peo- 
geo God. It is manifeſt out of S. Ferom, ( upon this text ) who 
averſt with the Paleſtine Jewes, that their Expoſitors applyed 
tiatext to the dayes of the Meiſias : but when our Apologiits upon 
wmconcethon proved the bleſſed Jeſus to be the Chrilt ; ſome of 
femapplicd it to the end of the world : at whattime they conceive 
IX will come,upon the very ſame miitaken ſcripture-texrs, 
—_ our Millcnarics ground their expectation of Chriſts per- 
reign, 
2 lngge from this propheſie : that ſwearing to the Lord is here 
Gai con bene: witneſſe, and argument of Egiprs converſion 
vheLord of ho'ts : «And ir ſhall be for a ſigne and for 4 witneſſe 40 
Wrlard in theddand of Egipt, that is, it (hail be « witneſſe thar-the 
wo! Egipr is become the Lords inheritance, that the Egiptians 
wededicaced themſelves to the Lord : that he is their God and they 
wycople, [ /t ſhall be for a ſigne] this hath relation to-the-whole 
fore-going : not onely to the pillar ereted, which-is 'menti- 
almmediatly before,as if the ſenſe were [| chu pillar ſhaltbe « ſigne] 
gke altar in the midit of £gipe, the Exiprian Cityes, ſpeaking the' 
$7 £ "pr hocÞ/ ana: 
of Canaan, and their ſwearing to the Lord, are as much 
that : Nor doth the prophet ſpeak in the plural number 
be ſignes ] as if he meant the two laſt particulars joyn'd-by 
ion copulative, the altar and the pillar, butin che tingular 
br.@ figne ]) that is, the whole ſeries of thoſe divine diſpen- 
zwhen the Egiptian cityes ſhall ſpeak the holy language, 
they ſhall ſwear to the Lord, erect an altar and pillar ro the 
Withis hall be a figne of £gipes ſubmitting to Chriits ſcepter «Ni- 
» nam Tatrainm cultum idolorum 5 tranſlatum in boneren 
x locum. the meaning of all this is, that divine honour 
hip which they had given to their idols,they ſhould alter the 
| , and transfer it to the true God. Is any thing more 
that Egyprs ſwearing, creCing altars and pillars to [- 
a ligne of her owning thoſe Idol Gods ? or that £gipts 
C ſpeaking 
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(10) 
fpcaking the language of Gods people, ſetting up an altar and 
to the Lord, hcr making vowes and paying them , her offs 
facrifi:e and oblations to the Lord, were trophyecs of Chriſts vicky 
over Egipt, and (ignes of Egypt: ſubmiſhon to Chriſt : with vis 
How of reaſon then can we except ſwearing to the Lord out of ts 
ue of thoſe ſignes, ſeeing that is ſpoken with the ſame breah, 
belongs to the ſame thing, and therefore muſt be put in the fare 
caſe, and be interpreted, ( Monumentum, C& profe 0 publics quam 
Egipiis , ſftatuent ad teſtandam fidemw & communionem ſnam can by 
& Fenlaks ejas, Junius i locum, as well as any of the reſt: Amor 
mentand publick profeſbon which the Egiprians were to erty 
telkify their faith and their communion with God and his Church, 
2, Swearing to the Lord is in this Text made a branch of # 
the language of Canaan. They ſhall ſpeak, the language of Cana, 
rvirles 16 brhuels xupis, ſwearing by the name of the Lord, 1 
theatick Tranſlation of the Sepraapinr renders it, which ut 
the Apoſtles perpetually uſed in all their quotations of ge Old To 
Famcat; as that which had been current through the workd for abou 
209. years before Chiiſts Incarnation, without contradidtion of te 
lewes, and not ſo obnoxious to adulteration afterwards, as the > 
brew Copics were, who were in the cuſtody of the Jewes alone, wl 
in a language which none vnderitood but themſelves ; and therefar 
43 apt to he corrupted ,3s the Jewes (out of an ed: to Chriltian be 
z810n ) were apt to corrupt them * as it is manifeit they havedoven 
molt of thoſe Texts which concern the Meſſias; t this 
providence hath eſcap't their lime-twigg-fingers: forthe 
now extant retains the participle, jarantes ; So that to 
Lord of hoſts is to ſpeak the language of Canaen, that pure 
goage which God promiſed to reſtore to all Nations at the 
Q 


iſt ; That pure and m_— _— which was @ of 
man in Paradiſe ; for before Chriſt all Nations but the the 
bitaats of Canear, ſware by other Gods, and to ſwear by 


hoſts was the r i610 of 7ary, where that God was well 
know Ferem hath a conceit that Nebuchadnetzar after his conguelt 


Egipe,ſent a colonie of ſyrians & Arabians into certain# giptiartith 
who introduc't the uſc of their tongue into thoſe Ci 
learnt this of the Jewiſh tradition-mongers ( of whom 


; butie 
he wwt'i# |} 
great an admircr, and through his credulitie received ch M 


| 
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(11) 
aſe nimes ) who put this Expoſition upon this clauſe, on purpoſe 
wdivert it from bearing witneſle to the truth of the Goſpell. And 
aut be a very great ſtranger to the propriety of prophetick 

, that knows not, that the language of Canaan imports:in 
ther dialect the ſpeaking after the mode and form of Gods people, 
md that therefore Egiprs foregoing her native gentile-tongue, and 
ang the ſpeech of that people, over whora God had a peculiar 
Sreraignty, iu ſwearing to him after their form, was a ſigne of 
Gods conqueſt of the Egsprians,of his tranſlating them from his domi- 
ion of Satan into the Kingdom of his dear Son : ſo farr is ſwearing 
bycke Lord of beſts, or in the name of the true God, in caſes of im- 
portance, from being a ſin, as it is an evedence of the Chriſtian 
warkds converſion to, and recognition of that God. 

rg. 5. The holicit Chriſtian may lawfully, and laudably do 
at, which the ſpirit of Chritt that ſpake by the prophets, hath made 
fie doings of it Goſpell-rimes, the condition of Gods accepting 
geafor his people. 

Butthe ſpirit of Chriit in the Prophets hath made mens learning to 
fwcar by his name, ſuch a condition, as upon the fulhlling thereof, 
tewill number men amongit his diſciples, account thera his people 
thatdo , and root out and utterly deitroy them that do not learn to 
foearby his name. 
| Therefore the holiert Ci riſtian may lawfully ſwear by Gods name. 
The major is plain, for it is impoſſible that God ſhould rempt 
mato hn by making the comm.tring thereof the condition of the 

comprehenſive promiſe, ſach as this is of being his peo- 
which includes all the benefits and priviledges of that relation. 
wwere to allure us to bin by ttronger monves then Satan canpol- 
fly lay beforc us. 
; Themaner | prove from Feremy 12.16, Andit ſhall come to paſs yoat 
wil ddligently learn the ways of my people, to frecar by my name 
wor the hke form ) the Lerd lverh ;, as they —— 40 
by Baal, rben ſhall rbey be built in the midſt of mnry people ; if 
gp obey, 1 will aterly plark ap and defiray that nation, fath 
tis beyond all poſſibility of rational doubt, that this Prophefic 


xiaes tothe tmrme of the Goſpel, for & is diwetted to the Geretes, 
nn Gods people had lcarnt to ſwear by Bad, called by God, 
, "F 


hu 


(12) 
bis exit neigbbours, verſ.14. that is, Naticns bordering Upon Jul 
his own inheritance, his own land, whom he blames for toucigy 
the inheritance which he had cauſed his people of 1ſraeltoinhey, 
that is, for turning the Jews out, and taking to their own polleſig 
the Holy Land, as did the Afſjriens and their confederatesinty 
Jewiſh Wars, the Samaritans, Phamicians, Ammonites, Edami 
whom he threatens to pluck out of their own land, as they had 
venthe Jews out of theirs, and to pluck out the houſe of Jaddbfrag 
anon 2{r them * this God perform'd at their re;tauration fromthe Ju 
bilonian captivity : To thefe Gentile-borderers (1 ſay )God direc 
this threat, ver/. 14. Thus ſaith the Lord againſt al! my evil neighbun 
that have toxched, cc. and this promiſe, ver/.15. And it ſball comn 
paſſe, after that I have plucked them out, I will return, and haveces: 
paſſion upon them, and bring every man to but beritage, and bu oanland 
Attcr the raention of which reſtauration of thoſe Gentile- 

doth immediately follow this promiſe, and :f they will learn the 
of m:y people, to ſwear by my name, &c, This promiſe then concernsthy 
time when God would r-turn to, and have compaſhon on the Gey- 
tiles, when he would call her beloved that was not beloved,and they 
a people that wasnota people, and is made to them that had with 
drawn 1frael from the worſhip of the true God to their Idols; 
whom they had perſwaded thera to put confidence, by whom they 
had taught them to ſwear, in ſuch forms, 4s Baal truth, by the life of 
Baal, &c. and manifeſtly imports this ſenſe. If as you. Geadle 
have taught my people. ( the Jews Y to ſwear by your Gods, 
you will learn of them ( when the law ſhall go out of Saw into 

the world, - the miniitry of the Apoſtles ) ro ſwear by my 
then you ſhall be built up amongſt my people. Yea, the matter 
this promiſe being the ingrafting of the gentiles into the Church,e 
laying of them as living-ttones in Gods ſpiritual temple, the built 
ing of them upon the foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophetsin it 
midſt of Gods people : it could not- pollibly take effect while tr 
mm ftood, nor have its accompli t till Chriſt by.dx 
ood of his Crofle had removed the enmity, and making peace;had 
reconciled both Jew and Gentile unto God, in one body. Epir| 
2. 16, | 

2. Adilligent learning to ſwear by Gods name, is here made i 


condition of Gods promiſe of grafting the gentiles into the thock# 
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(13) 
frcbew, of his accounting them his ſpirituall ſeed, of kis building 
em up araongt his people, of his giving them a name and a place 
@ his houſe : as being that which is the way of &ods peoplc, nay 
teways of Gods people, tae Old Teltament-way and the New Te- 
fament way, of — what God they ferve, in contradi- 
figdtion to the ways of all other people; each of which ſwear by the 
mae of that falſe God, whom they reſpectively ſerved 3 and in di- 
finCtion from all other ways of confeing the true God : men may 
eafeſs God in prayer, in thankſ-giving, in attendance upon the 
Wotd and Sacraments, and yet not glorihe bun ſuihciently, m order 
wGods accepting of thera as true worſhippers, in order to his re- 
puing them living-ſtones, fat to be laid in the walls of his houſe, the 
Church; except to thoſe forementioned and all other wayes of ex- 
g their homage,they adde this, of / wearing by bus name, Except 
vithal they dilligently learn to acknow _ us. omnifciency , 
emgipotencie, juitice, and divine vengeanee, by appealing to thofe 
dradtul attributes, by ſwearing by his fear ul name, whea they are 
lvfully thereunto called, where this moit ſolemn invocation of 
tiedivine majeity 1s denied him; he cſteems all othegacts of invo- 
ayion not ſerious enough to oblige him that tenders them to a fincere 
caſchon ; Men may poſhbly diflemble in their bare word-profef- 
koas of God and his attr butcs, and therefore he puts Chrittians here 
ihe. utmoit trial of their (mcerity, by this mult awful addreſs to 
km; He that. ſwears by his Narae, calls God for a witneſs againt 
ws ſoul, darcs him to his face, challengerh the divine vengeance to 
witzwor't, in caſe he ſwear falſly ; and therefore Godeiteems this 
ute higheſt and moſt auguſt act of Divine worſhip that the crea- 
wecan polhibly exhibite to him, and as that which eminently con- 
wes altothers, and comprehends the whole condition of the Go. 
(all the ways of Gods people confeliing to him. Hence S. Auſtin 
wPal.63.12. interprets, qui jurant in eo, by qui fit Chriſtians, he 
wut ſwears by him, that is, ( ſaith he, ) every profeſt Chriitian': 
Nev jramentum ſumitur pro toco cyltn nt (in Eſaicgg.23. jrrabit ons 


"yu; for ſwearing by God implics the whole worthip of God, 


Wn Iſaiah ; Every tongue ſhall ſwear to me ; which is the reaſon why 
eſngles out this |cſlon, as that which whoſo learns diligently, ſhall 
kwethe benefit of the book, be numbred- with Saints, be written 
Wongſt the living in 7er»ſalem, be built up as a lively fone in. the 


it midſt. 
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(14) 
mid(t of Gods people z or if you will have it in Davids 
61.12, Every one that weareth by bim, ſball glory or ( as the 
gint is rendred in our Liturgy ) ſhall be commended as precious ſto, 
oppoſed to refuſe ſtones : But 1 overdo my undertaking, in 
reaſons, why God makes the learning of this leſſon, the 
this promiſe : It is ſufhcicnt to juſtifie ſwearing by Gods Name, 
the imputation of ſin, that it hath pleaſed him, to make the 
thus to ſwear, the condition of his accepting us as fincere diſc 
of his ingrafting us into his Evangelical Church, 

3. The " learning thoſe ways of Gods Old and New-Teſtamey 
X le, to ſwear s Name, the non-acceptance of this grad 
Lnne.s> fy the at to thoſe terms, the not-ob ry 
this condition, the not-obeying God in obſerving the command 
implied, of diligently atrending to learn the way of confcng y 
. God, renders men obnoxious to the dint of this fearful doom? 7 
will utterly pluck, up and deſtroy that nation, faith the Loyd: whitewe 
Nation or generation of men, (be they Familiſts, Anabaptiſts,Cath. 
riſts, Quakers) will not learn —— to ſwear by the newe of Gul, 
to fwear the lord liverb, and the like Chriltian forms, they maype 
haps bolſter one another up with vain hopes, of Gods 
them, with groundleſs preſumptions, that they are the 
God ; but God doth here rejeCt thera, and diſmounts all their & 


confidences ; thoſe Babel-builders architects of confuſi 
then one anothers hands in a—— their caſtles in the air,in 
ting their Sodaw-vines, but when their backflidings from the 
faith are multiplied to the full ſum, when their meaſupe of 
cic is filled up, when God hath by theſe his ſcourges debuted wh 
meaſure with his Church, for her humiliation and 

has done bis work, his whole work upon mount Sv, that WeÞ 
tends to make them in{trumenrall to ; he will pluck op M8 
plants, pull down all ſuch buildings, and utterly deſtroy 
people. He who will not bold bim ganlileſy that takers bis name in wh 
wil | ir dumps niſty, who will not learn to 
it, in prdgement, rip aſoeſſe and winh. They ſhall perif 
run foul upon this Scylla, as certainly, as they who fall ins" 
Caribdis, Arruly-fanctified conſtience ſteers a middle courſe 
rwixt theſe extreams, and whilc it fears an oath, in vain 
fanc ſwearing, after the guiſe of heathens, fcars alſo not @ 4 
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(15) 
taway of Gods pe x7: to ſwear religiouſly by hisnarne, To this": 
oo are direQtcd by the compaſſe not onely of thoſe texts that 
ave arm. oy, but of hoſe alſo which are urged by the Quakers, 
ad out of ich they ſqueeze objections again(t = pro ticall 
bfvine, which the holy Men of God, who ſpaky as they were moved 

pat , have thus plainly delivered : wh that I may 

it will be requiſite that we take the meaſure of thoſe 

a Scripenres which are forced to ſpeak againſt the Pro- 


_ 


Lo —— 


As. 


SECTION IL 


The Texts which they commonly urge, ave. 
LeMa$.34. Bue I ſay nmo you, ſwear not at -all, nevther by beaves, 
for it is Gods throne, neither by Jeruſalem, Sc, But let your com- 
—_— yea; nay, nay ;, for what ſorver is mere then theſe, 
Ly] 
$ James 5.12, Above all things, my brethren, ſwear not at all, neither 
beeven, nor earth, noy any other oath, leſt ye fail inte condemnation. 


M1,JF1 would argue ad bowinem or ſe ) anſwer 
« fool accordang to bus folly :  _ give no ſolution of 


grounded theſe texts then this + They deal 
de devil als with that which he quated to Chriſt, 
out of Pſa.g1.11, He ſhall give bis angels charge over thee, 
u he pererie tht 9 dunnabl ſenſe by leaving out that 
all thy ways, So theſe men wre(t theſe porti= 
my EY Ho net at all, and leaving 
Ix words following, aven, oe, which were ſpo- 
bee brad we arcean Y Renta part- of the ſentence : 
b= thus : ſwear net «« all, nexher by —_— my 
© an prides ſwearing tal A bb Joes | 
Bur makes this agairiſt ſwearing by the Loed ? here is 
Mi fordag but what was forbid in the law, when ſwearing by 


= only lawful, but expreſly commanded, as the ob= 


and is manifeſt from Denes.6.13. and 10.29. . yet 
by them that were not oe ea = 


(76) 
forecharged upon the Jewsasa ſin, 7erem.5.7. bow ſtall I pardandy 
for this ? thy children have forgotten me, and ſworn by themthat any 
Gods, Heaven, Earth, Feraſalem, cc. are not God, and therelay 
Chriits forbidding us to ſwear by them or any other creature, is cv 
ſuitentas wellnow as it was formerly with the command of \ 

by the Lord. And-whereas they urge that of S. Fawes, wor ay why 
oath, as if that made any kinde of oath unlawful ;. there is nothize 
more obvious to him that piouſly ſcarcheth the minde of God in & 
cred writ, then this obſervation : That there are many propoliting 
laid down in — terms, whoſe ſentence muſt be limited to the 
matter in hand, or elſe they manifelrly contradict the Tight of natiie; 
and other ſacred Texts. As, when Chriit ſaith, Fobn.10.8. Mthe 
ever care before me were theives and robbers. If we expound that ſzy. 
ak without. any limitation at all, we muſt _neceffarily thence 


infer ; 'that. Afoſes and the Prophets, and Fohn rhe Bazift wen 
jevcs.. for. they came before Chriit : But if we confaet 
tothe ſubjeCton which Chriſt diſcourſeth, viz. / «w the der, th 
way, &c, then the ſenſe will be found as importing no mare but 
this, that all who cane before Chriſt, pretending t-at they wer; 
the deoy, the. way, that is, the Mefſias,, tlie Chri r, or that gay 
herd, as. _ a When St. Paw! ſaith, ail thi gare 
forme, it, by all tyngs we yngeritand all clings v i hout exepngy 
it will follow, pres, m——ioat for him = aical,, be, mprde, 
blaſpheme, and what not ,whenhe ſaith, [ become «ll chingst4 dd min 
if we expound his words without limitation, the conſ 
be, that he became a.drunkard, an Epycurg, an Atheiit, an Apa 
to gain ſuch kind of men. But if we limit thoſe ſayings to the 
ject upon which he treatethin thoſe} places, 'ther ſence. will bej! 
2s decoms the Apoſtle of the holy Jeſus,viz,, all rhipgs that Good 
not prohibited, fuch as Lam gow {peaking of,. are, lawſuliar '* 
Lamar libergy.to, do them, 6r leave them.: undone, as ſtands wi 
with conveniencie , ſo far as cither Few, Grecian, or Jarberaty 
retain any true principles, 1 am theirs, and urge thoſe. prigciple, 
3s my own, upon themzin order $0.,,y drawing them.to ewbracebe 
goſpell. /S0 when $. F-wes ſaith; por by any ty each, this unive® 
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mult be lipircd to-the- preceding { Miz, | pt r07 6 by ts 
eovh, and cuntaing a prohibition to ſwear p- qny;@thaq. qua 
fart whioh be had gquacd,' buy agg any « 
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(17) 
&rmofoathis, which 1 urge the lawfullnefſeof, for it is apparent 
that $.7 mes doth here cpitomiſe the ſaying of Chrilt in S. Afarr. and 
kiring men i n'd ſwearing by heaven or earth, he comprehends the 
Kmainder of Chrilts initances,/wearing by the temple, by Feruſalem ov 
uh hair of oxr bead, in this abbreviation, or any other oath, as if he had 

{jd, ſwear not at all, by heaven, earth, or.any other of thoſe forms 
effycaring, by the creatu.e that Chri.t forbed the aſc of, 'in his Ser- 
mon on the. mount, when he publiſht his royall law., or indeed by 
wy form of that kinde From the bare letter therefore of theſe rexts, 
qothing can be inferred contradictory tomy aſſertion, for they prohi- 
kit (wearing by any creature, and I mainta.n the lawtulneſs of ſwear- 
ig by the Lord of all creatures : and to them that itick inthe bark of 
the words themſelves, as the —_— do, no other anſwer necd be 

to (top their mouths, but this. 

+ $4.2, But that I may ſatisfic perſons of more ſober mindes, and 

the whole and n1ked truth, ex animo, 1 give this as the full 
and adequate anſwer to all fanatick reafoninps from theſe Texts, a- 
aſt ſolemn and rev erential ſwearing, ty at Chriſt and $, Fames are 
far from prohibiting the reverential uſe of Gods name in ſolemn 
giths, as they citabliih it , while they forbid all irreverentiall ſwear- 
Þy Fl ſo much as Gods creatures, forbid ro ſwear at-all, though 
| de bat by the creature hghtly, an4in common diſcourſe, upon 
fix-reaſon, becauſe he that ſwears by heaven, ſwears by bin 
moſe throne it is ; he that ſwears by earth, ſwears by him whoſe 
batool it is, becauſe, though Gods name be not expreſly naenti- 
medin ſuch forms of oaths, yet it is implied, and therefore weare 
mt uſe ſuch forms in our common ſpeech,any more then the narae 
dGod himſelf, which inthe opinion of all bur profeſt Athieſts, is 
wito be ſworn by, but with reverence, and in extreme neceſhry; 
farthe removal of ambiguity and itating the caſe, before I come to 
pore this aſſertion, let me premiſe theſe obſervations. 

*1, The Scriptures make a wide difference betwixt ſwearing by the 
ineand ſwearing by a falſe God, in point of lawfulneſſe :bur none 
—_— the obligatorineſs of the oath ; becauſe he that ſwears by 
Wle-God does conceive bim to be the true, and under that noi »n 
_reen'o bis heart-ſcar.hing knowledge, omnipotency, &c. and 
Wrlore the true God interprets it as an affront offered to him, when 
Mury is committed, in the uſe of the name of an idol - Excellent is 


« 4 D that 


(18) 
that obſervation of the iraitator of S:lomon, Wiſdome 14. 8 
worſhippers of idols do lighelie for ſwear themſelves ; for i 
their truſt is in idols which have no life © though they wear falflie 
they look not to be hurt ©: Hcowbeir for both cauſes ſhall theybe Mi} 
ed ; both becaxſe they rh:ught not well of God, grving beed to dil ; nf 
alſe nnjaſtly ſwore in deceit , deſpiſing boloneſ7 ; For it i with 
p-wer of them by whom they ſwear , but it u the juſt veniam 
of ſinners , thx puniſbeth alwayes the effence of the 
underitand him to ſpeak of the Athi-'tical Idolatcr; foraswte 
ſuperititious Pagan, he thinks that Idol he ſwears by to beageliy 
decd ; provſus perjurus es quia per tllad quodſanttum puta: falſun prey 
Auſt «t vers .apoſt.Ser.28, thou art altogether perjured, becauſerthay 
ſwearelt falſly by that which thou rhinkeit is holy. Hence, «Job 
cious Gretins obſcryes, the people of God would never ſwearhy 
the Gods of the Gentiles, but if they, with whom they made as 
tratt by oath, could not be induced to ſwear otherwiſe, themithy, 
would ſwear ( as they ought ) by the true God, and take wn oh 
fron>the gentile, ſuch as could be had : whioh yer they looked ua 
to be asgood a ſecurity, in reſpett of its obliging the gentiles cap 
ſcience, as their ſwearing by the true God was, in reſpet of 
liging their conſcience : as we ſee in the covenant berwixt Lan 
and Faceb, where Laban ſwore by th: God of Chaldea, but yah 
the f rar of bus father Iſaack,, to putit beyond all doube, thathe 
not by that Gad whom Neber, Terab, and even Abram hinſcl'we 
ſhipt, before his call out of Chaldea ; for 1ſaack, never fear 
ſerv'd other God but him, who made heaven and carth ; =p 
he accounts Leben; oath to oblige Laban to the performance of 
covenant betwixt them, as well as his oath did oblige hi-nſdf, Gm 
31.53. Hence that ſaying of Sophocles in his Hppodanua,: the with: 
iz incited by ſwearing drlygently ro avoid rwo evils, tobe blamed byunn, 
and to offend the Gods : and that of Cicero, Oihc.3. que nn 
fi Deotrefte her {rs id renendam eft : thou muſt krep that wii Y 

ſatively promiſes before God as witneſſe. Hence perjury, amongſt 
Ear 13 py amongſt rhoſe atten ſins, Fhich divine 
_ never _— R—_—_ —_ and which ſometimes 
vidits upon of gu ents. .. 

2. + 7d nos acer Lhether Gods name be exytth 
mentioned in them or only implied, by mentioning ſome of his - 
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(19) 
wes, with reſpect to hica : as v-hen we Call eartb or beaver, Ye, tv 
ke witneſs ro what we ſay, 1 do not finde wy C—_—_ made bc 
wiz them, cicher in point of lawfulnelle or ovligation, by the peo- 
prof God, or God himfelf, in any age, cither t1at beforc the law, 
athatunder the law, or this under the Goſpe”. So far were the Old- 
Tehamenc-Saints from thinking the uſe of ſuch like forms ( wherxcin 
at God but the creature, with relation to God, was named ) to be 
ited by, and a tranſgreſhon of that divine law. Dexr.6, 13. Thex 
the Lord thy Gd, and ſerve him,and ſhalt ſwear by his name ; 
tatis, onely, as our Saviour expounds that text, Aſar.4.10. As the 
of them never ſcrupled to uſe ſuch forms themſclves, or 
gre the lea't hint of the.r <iſguſting that practiſe in others. The 
gd Shu" amaze wore by the Life of Eliſha, 2 King. 4.30. As the Lord 
leud and as thy ſol lovarh : Elxſha by the life of Elijab, 2 King. 2.2, 
Hom by th: 1je of Elte,1 Sam. 1,26. As thy ſoul loverh my Lord 1 = 
iran. Abncr by the life Saul, 1 Sew. t7.y5. As thy ſoul loverb, oh 
—_ tell, Abigail by rhe life of Dy 1 S4m.25. 22. eA3 
ln ah, «nd as thy ſoul lrwath Uriah by the life of David, 2 Sa, 
ln. Fx ſaluter twar & per ſaluem anime twe non facienwbancrem; 
thth bealth, and by . by ſoul; health, 1 will not ds the: thing. It were 
adleſſe ro give ali the Inſtances that offer themſelves. 
Andif the New-Te tament-Church had not been of the fame per- 
ſuakon, vez... that ſuch kindcs of Oaths are not compriſed inthe pxo- 
avon either of e.F/oſes or Chrilt, S. Pax! would not have let that 
fam fall from his pen, 1 Cor.15.31. 1% is nuthiens navxurn, þ proeff 
reycing, or more properly, ] ſwear. Ambiguatatem Greens 
fotuit ;, as S, Auſtin well obſerves, Serm. 25. in werb. Apoſt. 
hepeek text removes all ambiguity, for 1+ in that tongue is a note 
« ſrexring., »* 41a per Jovem , 13 9dr per Denm: you converſe 
(kitdbe) daily with Greciens, and though you cannot ſpeak nor 
greck, yet this you uanderitand, that @ Greeian ſwears 
Me you hear bim ſay, ». 3% »; andtherefore Ict none of you doubt 
utthatthe Apoltle ſwears, when you hear him fay, 13 Thy x- $2;ne , 
Ijner by your rejoyeing + Nor would the Primitive Chriſtians, (who 
Pagai: perſecutions,)rejoyced to ſuffer the moit exquiſite 
nevents that witty malice could invent, cather the be perſwaded 
wivear by the heathen gods, or the Genit of the Emperovrs, ) have 
frm (without the lea't fcruple of conſcience) hy the heath 
D 0 
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(20) 
ef the Emperour-; (as Tertalltan in his Apology for themy 


gaint the Gentiles, cap. 32.) aſlureth us-they did. Sed & jwrany , 


ſieut non per genins Ceſarum, ita per ſalutem eorum que eſt anguſtiary. 
nibus geniss; We do not onl y pray for the Emperors health, butye 
alſo ſwear by it, which is a far more ſacred form of oath, then thy 
which you Gentiles uſe, when you ſwear by the Emperours Gen, 
andtherefore we refuſe to ſwear in that form, becauſe we Chriſtians 
know, that they-are-devils whom you call Genzs ; But yet we ſwe 
by the health off the Emperour, which is.more worth then-all the 
Gen; The form of the military oath which Chriſtizn. Soldierstook 
even in Conftantines time, 15 thus laid down in'Vegetins: Per Ms. 
jeſtat ems Imperatorss que ſecundum Denm gener: humana diligenda eft 
eolenda ; By the Majeftyof the Emperonr, which according v0 Gods On 
dinance humane kinde ought to love and reverence : If we would os 
therefore incurr that guilt, of condemning the generation-of the 
righteous, thas have.been in all generations, which the man aſe 
Gods heart deprecates ; we mult ſubſcribe to this, that in ſuch ſors 
of ſwearing, though we name ſome creature, yer we ſwear not-uk 
timately- by - that creature,. but by that God whoſe creature it K; 
Hence S.eAnftin Serm. 28. in verb. Apoſt. qui per lapidem jurat (fab 
ſum jurat per jurus oft, non te audit lap loquentem, ſed pun Dexfts. 
temem. He that ſwears by a ſtone, if he ſwear falſly  peryured, th 
ftene indeetto- ſpeak: properly dors not thee freaking, but Gul 
hears thee for ſwearing, and puniſheth thee: for thy couſcnage, a9 
the ſtone by which thou-ſwaredft had heard thy--words; andrepes 
cuſts them into the cars of God - alluding to that of Foſs, 
27. Behold this ſtone ſhall be a wirneſſe unto uz, for it hath beard al 
words of the-Lord which he fpake unto w, &c. But what need1 ally 
| umaneg when:we haveas plain «divine Teftimonyof -this Troth 
can be expreſt by tongue; given in by Chriit himſelf, A234. 
Whoſo ſhall ſwear by the temple, ſwearerh by it, 41d by. him that dude 
thereen 4, and be that ſpall ſwear bybeaven, ſwearerh by the throne ef 6 
and bim has ſuteth thereon, - | 

3. Butthe Phariſecs made fo preat a difference betwixvtheſe 
of fwearingy in/point of obliging. the conſcience of. him"that ſour 
to a-perſormance of promiſſory, and to ſpeakimg the-truth in ales 
tory- oathes; as. to teach. that ſwearing in any forme 
which they called Corban,, or that wherein God wasexpreſypanty 
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(27) 
&notbring him that took it into an obligation of: performance. 
This firange doctrine of theirs is fully ftated, and ſubſtantially con- 
ined by our Saviour, Afar. 23.16. Wo wnto you blinde guides, which 
whoſoever ſhall [wear by the temple, i A nothing + but be that ſhalt 
by the gold of the temple, or by the gift that us on the altar, he is a 
diver, that 13, obliged ro pay his vows. By the gold of the temple they 
&normean that wherewith the temple was overlaid ( for that was 
apart of the temple, and as blinde as theſe guides were, they. could 
whe ſuch ſtarx-mad fools, as to think ſwearing by a part was more 
bading then ſwearing by the whole, )- but thatwherewith the tem- 
fury was endowed, ' a part being put for the whole:z gold,. 

the gold, filver, and other donatives belonging totherſacrcd trea» 
fury, whether they were already. brought in thither, or laid up by 
ader ofthe Sanhedrin in other places. { as for more ſafety the ſacred 
money or balf-ſhekel, which every ſraclite paid every year for 
pſoul, to the uſe of the temple, was in-ctimes:;of. war depolited in 
we firong hold, till a ſufficient convoy could be procuredto bring 
mothe ſacred treaſury, either whole or in parcels, .as they had oc- 
akon tocmploy K, cither. in sepairing- the temple, or.in buying of 
kerifices, Foſeph. Antig. 1.14.c.12.) or but ſo' much as: was devoted 
wthe temple by vow, though not yet paid into the colleCors hands; 
ofwhich we have a notable initance, Mark,7.11. But ye ſay, if 4 man 
Ml ſay to but father or mother, it 1s Corban, that is to ſay, 4 gift by 
whejoeuer thay mig hteſt be profited, be i fres: from the duryot relics 
wg his _ parents, and you ſuffer him no more to do ought fer his 
br ag ; that is, if a mansparents in their neceſiity ſhall. ask 
tehogour of maintenance and beg relict of his ſor: if bis ſon. ſhall 
ay,-Oh father, that which thou defireſt 'me to releive thee with, .is - 
ag, I have. conſccrated it by vow to the ſacred treaſury, and 
modliged to pay it thither, and therefore cannot without ſacrilegi» 
ms perjury divert it to thy maintenance. Theophraftys as he is quoted. 
Wieſepiou againt Appron,l.1. makes mention of this Oath, xo;C2r or 
vs kg, by Corban , or the gift, as ſacred dmongit the Jews, and 
arefore amongſt other peregrine. forms of ſwearing forbid by the 
wwzof the Tyri4ns, door-ncighborscothe Jews, The Pharifecs (1 
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ky).caught, that Corbev the gifte of the temple, and-gifts uporithe 

were. ſo ſacred, as- whoſoever did.ſwear: by them, ; became 
ly adcbtor, that is, was obligedto pcrſotmance ; and this was 
" the.” 


an. 
——; 


(22) ” 
tic onely form of oath wherein the name of God was nt 
which they e.tcemet binding : as to all other forms wherthep-byc 
temple or altar, by heaven or earth, or any creature, incite 
t1em racn might bandy them. at pleaſure, without the leaſt 
conſcience, or purpoſe of performing them. ve 
From this dvGQrine, their Proſelices were draws intoanogigh 
that they might call heaven and all therein, ſave God hi 
and all thercan ſave Corbax to bear witnelle of ti eir imcerity-was 
king oath, by theirnames, and yet itill remain as free f 
tion to perform thoſe oaths, as if they had not ſworeat gil, 
oncly (Inn ward: and from this opinion mto acutione 
of larding their common» diſcourſe with all ſuch oathes, asj 
had been nomore then ornaments of ſpeech, rhen flowers of ths 
torick;as if ſwearing by heaven had not implicd ſweariag.by himthy 
dwells therein, Farejurando ſupplentes orationem ( Philo 7 
logo.) queſt non farius effe man them relinquere. Sceptrans now 
4 3 TRAIT A, 65. hrs He did not thi 
ſwcaring by his ſcepter, was fwearing by (God, who putthe ſcepin 
into his hand : dwrJ=ire i. oc 23262 das ire wh 13s dure (as 
tonizs mn Pluleſtrarxs, 1.6. cenſured Socrates : ) He didnottly 
when he ſware by a cock or gooſe, and ſuch creatures, he fwayhy 
their Creator, but did purpoſedly chooſe to ſwear 
that he might not bring bimſef under an obligation ro k*ephi 
PET ERR CEL ſworn exprelly ly 
e149 
4. This being the frate of the malady, the great Phyſciand 
fouls applys kinelf to the confuration of the oa which bed 
and fed it, in the 23, of $. Marthew, where he refelschar Pull 
glaſlc, which made voidthe Law of God: and in the 5. of SM 
chew, he decriesrhe cu.tom of their Proſclites, 
glofie, nay indeed rhe cultom of the Jews inourSaout 
time ; for the Phariſees being reputed the Purirans of rhartime, th 
ſtricteſt ſect  rhem, it cannot be otherwiſe deem'd iwredhy 
but their doctrine, and the Diſciples practiſe, had a generatial 
ence upon 411 that would ſeem nicely religious, and made this® 
ſcaſe of common ſwearing, by heaven, earth, temple, or awe 
ture, but the Corban, in a manner Epidemical ; and we fmde tht 
Scibesandtheir Scholars, as deep in this mire as the Phniſw)® 
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ned Crmgrem both together in preaching up this nice di- » 
hachon, 


xt ſwearing by the temple, or altar, and \ —_—_ 
giſty of thetemple, or gifts upon the altar ; this lait form © 
fearing they accounted binding, but the firſt as nothing ; to ſwear 


ng by (0d, and therefore did not make*him that ſwore, a 
kory oath, to the performance of his word + That Epidemical 
iſe, | ſay, of ſuch caſtomary ſwearing by - Gods creatures with- 
many reſpect to God (as if this had been no appeal to the Creator, 
ws it were a pawning of thoſe inviſible things of God, of which 
tuamezneſt of his handiworks bears the impreſhon ) which this do- 
fine drew after it, is _ ror yn's admanifiers x remedy in 
Wprohibition, wherein (ds ſwearing m ourordinary con- 
wh, by the meaneſt creatare ( nbd bycenfricagemnch more by 
lemme of God himſelf, though he mention not that form of ſwear- 
__ the Jewes never ſware by that narae but ſolemn oaths. ) 

aot a reverentiall ſwearing when we are thereunto cal- 


(ils prohibition to common and not ſolemn ſweari 


Wikelt from the kinde of-oath that that law ſpeaks of, which Chriſt 
&wfrom the falſe gloſſc of the Scribes and Phariſees, eAMat.5.33. 


promiflory. Now inall Judicatyres, the Jews were daily 


God; ſuch as Foſbua took of the Ifraclices, when he made 


Md Exr.ab made the Jews take when they ſwore them to che 


temple they ſaid was nothing, they taught that that was cot” 


W.-Forthe evincing the and ſatableneſſe of this; ppiging. 
, Iſhall-pro- 


Sezrgum-nts taken from thoſe very in both the forementi-- 
witexts, which the Quakers wrelt to the favoring of their contrary -. 


"to make aſſertory oaths, touching matter of fact; for 
Wdeciion of nentovertes.” but as to folemn promiſſory oaths 
—— admini'tred when he made all 1/rdet avouch God:for+ 


Mer) they were ſo rare and extraordinary, as the Jak of. that . 
xt we reade of, was that which Nebems en 


hy 


"8x. 1, That Chri t prohibits oaths in common ſpeech onely; is - 


a Levie.19.12, and Dent 4.11. . Thou ſhalt not forſwear tby ſelf, 
what perform wnto the Lord all thy oarhs * For ſwearing by non-per- - 
knance of an oath, ſpeaks the oath here mentioned not to be afſer-: 


_ 


renounce the Gods.of Canaan and Caldea, and fwear to ſerve -- 
Widtereto the God of Abrabem ; ſuch as ſorae religious Kings of - 


(24) 
that had married ſtrange wives, Neb. 13. 25- 1 made them 
od, cc, which was-near 400, years before Chrilts Inca 
and thercſore there could not be at the time of Chrilts | 
ene Jew living, who had tranſgre{t the law of God in ſolema ſors 
mg to a promiſe, and: not performing his Oath. - Yea. the Jeng 
were by the favour of the Reman; exempted from taking the miliay 
oath, becauſe the taking of it in the gentile form, and the. kegg 
of itin ſome caſes ( as marching or fighting on the ſabbath day) ug 
_— my to the law of God. as wee _ in _ 
to the $, Foſeph, Antc14.17, and Fo tells us, 
on the like reaſons, = acnanedd of paar a diſeniigabg 
the-wars, Religions ergo effe Immunes a muliti4 protuncievi , tis 
Antiq.Faud.\,ng.c.in. 1 paſt this ſentence from the tribunall, thy 
phe Fewes be exempred from the military oath upon the accaunt of thn 
religion. Dobella1n his decree of diicharging the Jewes, 
example ofthe Roman Generalls his predeceilors. The firit ti 
the Roman Emperovrs forc't the military oath upon the Jewes, 
upon occaſion vfe vagrant Jew, with his con recrs, abuſing eg 
ety of Falviaa Roman Matron : near the -«<xpiring of the —_ 
Tiberies, and the government of Pilate, when the Empcror ban 


them the City, and the Confulls liſted 4000. of them ſor the wag 
the greateſt _ of whom choſe rather to ſuffer death then take 


milmary oath» Foſeph, eAntiq.1.18.c.g. Breifly, no people-4 
earth were mare {ceupulouſly tender of taking ſolemn La 
oaths then the Jews were at that tirac that 0'1r Saviour gave 
provibition, and taxcd them for not performing to God tha 
And therefore to apply Chritts diſcourſe here to ſuch kinde of oh 
1s 8p terous as the laying of a-plat ter to the toe when the-bed 
is wounded :: but the applying of it to their ſtipulations by lb 
their private contracts, xt man #n4 man, ir their commons 
verſe, and mutuall trading, was ſo proper and ſcaſonable, W# 
thing could be more : for m this caſe they were laviſh of their 
and regardlefſe of perforrning them, beyond all humane belig 

if aur Saviour hadn; read the riddle, and told us what (hilts- Wh 
had to bdffie the law; and: pave their own conſciences, ſol 
could without ſtrating, ſwallow ſuch camel-oathes, as by 
by Jeruſalem,” and make no bones, cither of taking or keeps 
I.could hardly cater into-our mindes to conjecture at W 
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getitentred into theirs ; that thoſe kinde of oaths were not the 


atof God, and therefore did not binde the votarics to pay their 
wes vnto the Lord, but might be broken without the guilt of per- 


4 The applying of Chriſts prohibition to ſolemn Oaths, either 
fory or afſertory, or to any but common diſcourſe-Oaths , 
mkes Chri:t himſelf a tranſgreflor of the law ; I tremble at the 
of this conſequence which as naturally flows from the Qua- 
beſis, as light from the ſun : if we conſider at what tire 
Crit preacht his ſermon in the Mount, to wit, while that ſacred 
wlity ofthe Jewes, which God himſelf erected, was yet ſtanding, 
vhle thoſe municipall laws under obligation, to which ( as well as 
ſeceremonial ) Chriſt was born, were yet in force; while Fernſg- 
woes yetthe City of the great King, and the Jews under the go- 
ment of God eltabliſht by Moſes at Gods command ; in order to 
kekeeping of peace, and execution of juitice, wherein God had in- 
Inedudicarories greater and leſſer, and preſcribed rules for the 
ſaiges to walk by in their adminiſtrations, amongſt which this was 
ae; that all controverſies that came before them, ſhould be deter- 
wed by the oaths of witneſſes : Had Chriſt therefore at this time 
medibited the taking of oaths, in this caſe, it would have been an 
WraCtion to all legal procecdings, according to that form of pro- 
@&inſtituted by his Father : It had becn the prochkiming of indem- 
mio thieves, murderers, blaſphemers, and all forts of wicked 
— erp perſons, and a turning of hell looſe in that Kingdom 
Wed; for by the ſtanding and yet unrepealed laws of that King- 
tons of that nature could not be brought to a determinatt- 
Tawrmalefactors to condign pimiſhment without oath. Ithad been 
Ho and precocious diſſolution of the whole frame of the 
me polity before the time appointed by God, and aſſigned by his 
aturning God out of poſſeſſion of his Kingdom of Fudes, 
he had erccted his Kingdom in the gentile world, and by con- 
eacean unpeopling all the viſible dominion he had on earth, and 
Wing him -deltiture of ſubjects. For the veil of the temple was 
Wyetreat with the force of Chritis Expiring breath, the hand-writ- 
Uriinances was not yer cancall'&by the blood of the croffe, the 
ather ceremoniall or municipalt had not yet loſt its obli- 
X upon all them that. were no] nnder it ( as our Saviour 
E was, 
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was, till by his death he had purchaſt exemption from.it ud 
nion over it ) and therefore had Chriſt or any of his Dich 
called before the Judicatures to bear witnefſe in a caſe, wherenthe 
civil law of Afoſes required an oath ; they would have 
ſelvs obliged in conſcieace to have given oath. If he had bera made; 
pango tes the dividing of the inheritance betwixt the two 
rs, he would in obedienceto the law have taken the catly 

witnelles, if there had been occaſion for it. 1f he would have wits 
taken to have determined the caſe of the woman taken in adubery, y 
he askt for the accuſers, Woman where are thy accuſers ? fo be wail 
bave askt for their witnelles, and have called the witneſſtsws thy 
oaths. Bricfly, as they that expound Chri!is prohibition of folew 
Quids, do by their reluling to learn to ſwearby the Lard, deck 

mſetves to be none of Gads people, none CO— 
but unchriften theraſelves, ſo by faſtning this ſenſe our 
ours words, they ua-Chrilt the bleſſed Jeſus, and nate inet 
inſtead of a Saviour, ranking him with thoſe falſe Chriits, whow 
der pretence afgreater purity, ſought the daiſolution of thecinkys 
lity, whoſe {tories you may ſee in Foſephwe. 

3. After this prohibition, we finde S. Paul, who received hisGe 


pel, not from man but God, approving of, and appealing to the a 


dence of witnelles, in ſuch Courts, as he knew no cv vous 
be taken but by Oath, which certainly he would not havedoae, 
he had couceived Chriſt to have ſorbidden the uſe of ſolemn cat 
when he pleaded his cauſe beſore bfie, he yu_ to thetels 
mony of the thea-high-prieſt, S:mox the ſon of hi be 
Gamakeel, and the whole Sanbedrin ( Foſepinu in rhe bl OR 
life.) to bear witnelle, that he had been c a Phariſec, anti 
erred teChinds going eibhannl 
grders & letrerg at that time that Chrit appear'd to him; 
the high prieſt and all the eſtnte of the Elders can boar ave nurneſs, 
22.5. .1n his apology berore Felix, be challengeth bis acculews 
prove the matters of ſac c han with, oGhaprp th 
ther can they preve the things wharf they nom. accuſe me; | be bans 
thera ſor not bringing up witneſſes, ( the- Jews of «Af whotunb 
him in the termple ) to alledge'i$ they had ought age! 

aliengeth a): that were then-wrthe Court, to ſay, if. they 
eyil-doing ia kim, whike he Good before the Counaal, was. 
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waiver before Agrippe ; he appeals to the teſtimony of rhoſe thes 
wv him from his youth, At. 26.5. who knew me from the beginning 
reſtefie * S.Pand knew very well, that in a matter of liſe 
eden ( as this was ) no evidence would paſle in Court without 
andehereforc it he had thought ſolemn ſwearing to have been 
adewlawful by this prohibition of Chriit, he would rather have 
undergone 2 thouſand deaths then tempt ſo many to make ſhipwrack 
Seu immortal ſouls, by calling them to thatunlawful act. 

4 None of thoſe forms of ſwearing mentioned here by Chrift, 
xeany of like nature, would paſſe for current or legal before a 
kwih Magiitrate, but only fuch forms, as wherein Name of 
fad was invok't expretly. The Law was foclear, Thes ſhalt ſwear 
je Lard thy God, as whoever ſhould in any Court of Judicature 
mer any other form of oath, that form might have been excepred 
guinit by him againit whom it was given, as inſufficient, to end the 
mwoverhe depending, as vord in their Judaical law, which being 
ddarae inctirution, mt was not within the verge of humane power, 
ther to diſpence with, or alter the forms of proceeding therein ex- 
mt. From this cultom of the Jews in open Court, to ſwear by no 
geraame, but that of God, the maker of heaven and carth, and 
by (Appin accufed the Jews of fingulerity, as dereby diſcrimins- 
wecnſcives from all other Nations, who did not ſo fricily tic 
when/elves to that form of ſwearing in their Judicatories, Foſeph. 
hin dopror, Philo Pudare in his Allcgories of the Law, kb.2. pro- 
all them accurſcd that ſay, they ſwear by God; but "tis u- 
Whrthe wiſeſt jewiſh Scribes to run beyond their wins, im alle- 
ng the Law, becauſe they donot look ro Chriſt the end of it ; 
be recovers humfelf, in his treatiſe of the Decalogue, where 

of folema ſwearing before s Judge ina caſe of controverſy, 

it, a citation of God, to bear witneſs in doubtful caſes and 

the ln of perjury in that cafe, from the inforny which it 

ms name. And in his Treatiſe of ſpeciall laws, where he 

that when the acceſlity of the thing required *n oath, men 
midact preſently have recourſe to God himſeWf, bpt ufe ſome 
Gſm, and rather cal} in ſome of Gods creatures to be a wit- 


th, dh give ſufficient hints, that he ſpexks there of cleCtive 


y, which men uſe in private, and not-ſuch as mer are 
in the courſe of law ; and therefore puts in this proviſo, 
E 2 Salun 


(28) 
Salvis legibus, when the law allows thee another form, thatin, 
thy ordinary communication, manifeſtly implying, that no wn 
was good in law, but that wherein God himſclf was named for; 
witneſſe. And indeed both Judge and litigants muſt have beezon 
their wits, if they had laid the deciſion of controverſy upon fu 
oaths as were prz-declared to be of no validity, as thee formawer 
which Chriſt prohibits. Briefly, the Jews were accoultamed incur 
mutuall converſe only, and not ſolemnly before the magiltrare; 
ſwear by the heaven and carth, Therefore this prohibition of Cuuit 
reacheth only elective, and not ſolemn and neceilary oaths, 

F- The rcaſon which Chriit annexeth to his prohibition, anda 
fixeth to his command, that oxr word ſhexld be yea and nay, inn 
evidence that Chrilt here ſpeaks of common diſcourſe, ſwee..axy 
heaven, for i is Gods throne, &c. As if he ſhould have ſaid, the rem 
why fuch like oaths, arc ſo common in your mouths, is this concei, 
that you ſwear not by God in. the uſe of ſuch forms, and therefares: 
not obliged by them any more ther» by your bare word, But I uf 
you that heaven is Gods throne, and therefore he that ſweareth 
that, ſweareth by him that litteth thereon, oc. nay, your head 
every hair that grows thereon is Gods creature, and he that fwew 
by that, appeals to its maker : you cite God to bear witnefſe eve 
time you ulcſuch oaths, and God is not lightly, and upon en 
Night occaſion in mens common ſpeech, to be ſummoned in to bay 
witnelle,, as the Phariſies themſclves confeſle, intheit avoiding fat 
vaths in their ordinary communication, as they think are appeahys 
to God. And therefore now you have learnd that in ſwearng by 
creature, men ſwear alſo.by the Creatour ; as you woullanh 
ſound guilty of taking his name in vain, diſuſe your tonguesm;ut 
common talk ſrom ſuch forms, and let. your, ordinary word key 
or may. 

6. The motive that $. Fawes urgeth, argucth that 'tis comns 
wearing that he prohibits, /-f ye fall 1110 condemnation, ini 
«gia whes]s, or according to other Copies, left ye fall into yon 
Te 4b ug urbacuory, If we follow the firk reading, the enptulan 
lic inthe yerb io from mis)», whence comes our Engluh (wb 
a litrlevariatian, to trip- or unawares ſtumble ; leſt | 
my ws the guilt of perjury, and while you dream net 

ome. obnoxious to. that daranatfon, which is the wages dy 
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Gais Name invain : For while you fancy, that ſo long as you uſe 
wtGods Name, but only ſwear by heaven and earth, it is nothing, 
in very deed he that ſwears by heaven, {wears alſo by him 
wat wells therein) you precipitate your ſelves hoodwinkt into 
deabyſſe of perjury, every time you call any of Gods creatures to 
vinelſe to a falſity, and he that upon ſuch grounds- as the Scribes 
wiPhariſces have laid, inures himſelf to common ſwearing, cannot 
teig extreme peril of ſetting Gods ſeal unwittingly to many an un- 
wth; If we follow the other reading, leſt ye fall into bypoeriſie;, which 
vith Gratine, H.Scephen, and others, 1 rather incline to; ( It's more 
kely that an haſty Scribe might overſlip [is ] and he that ſhould 
ale the Copy after him divide 9wizunr, to make it ſenſe, into 
imacder, then that any ſhould have the boldnefle to infertit. )' It 
gilbear more reſemblance to Chriſts Diſcourſe abour' the PhariſH- 
almode of ſwearing, tor which he calls them h ites, and for 
og, that men might uſe ſuch forms without laying thereby the 
kat obligation upon themſelves ro perform their promiſes. Now 
wthis doctrine betrayed their Proſelitcs to a cuſtomary uſe of oaths, 
bby that cuſtome they contracted an habit of lying, even then when 
m0 wg cp ſerious, and to give their words the greateſt 
tion : So that in effect their whole communication was a - 
anſtaattrade of hypocriſic and diſſimulation, And while they pre- 
aded one thing ( to give aſſurance by oath that they would fulfii 


= ) and yet intended another ( to lay no obligation upon 


lres) by that kinde of oath, what was this but to-play the 

under the vizor of an hone:t man ? 
4. No lefſe plain Teſtimony to this truth, doth S. Famer his-pre- 
we po this acokibition adminiiter, But above all things my brethren 
no net, Te} TH4)w7 Tc. uit isno whereelfe in I the Scrrptute 
ond dove] but { before] and it ſhould be ſo rgndred here: For - 
& Apoitle doth not by this phraſe denote the priority. of dignity of * 
Waution ( as if he would have ns elteem more highly of this pre- 
then of all the ret;. for he commands - ſeveral things of equa}; , 

more importance, and which it concerns us as much to obſerve 
Nether we weigh the confiderablencſle of theduties, or the prone-- 
wh of men to be negligent in the obſervance of them. ) Quid eft + 
Smna ndlice porare ! jurare enim 5616s oft quam frurars ? quam adt- 
mn? non dice falſum jurare.: Jurare dige;, Furare peius oft q 
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' winem occidere ? abſt, mans 1 occudere _ a "pry 
Jr ATE ON & arum, Auguit. Serm. 25. de vers. No" "78 
——_—_— this; —_ ak things ſmear net ? Is (wearing ( orſooth )-wah 
then adultery ? I ſay not, is falſe-ſwearing? but Is ſweang}y 
ſwearing I ſay worſe then man-flaughter ? God forbid! what mas 
then this,above or before all things ? «ſto ver bo cantms Bus facit aburſy 
linguam noſtram, ſi de manu aliquid _ f<cilone manai ti ing 
rares me faceret ; lingua faciltatem habet motns, in nds 
an labrico labitur, as S.eAnſtin reſolves in the ſame Sermon: Byyy 
caution the Apoitle would have us ſet a watch upon our | 
thou wert bid to with-hokd thy band, thou mighte!t more ap 
mand that z the tongue is niable and quick in motion, it #plac'ty 
a watry Element, it ſtands on @ ſlippery place, and calily lapieth; 
Bar yet it is as apt to lie, ſlander, and calumniate, as to ſwear: Thy 
form of ſpeech therefore doth moit properly import priority of 
and time in our COmmMmunication, which the Apoitle would not 
us afigne to ſwearing ; as if he had ſaid, Now that | am perf 
ding you to patieace by the example of the Hushandman, of th 
_ Job, 6. werſ. 7,8, g, cc. Let me give you thisas 
tion, that you would take fred of humouring the 1GPat: 
your ſpirit by permitting it to hurry you forthwith to 
upan.cvcry provocation , though -it be but by many Oats, 
as the Phariſces have taught you; Let not an lic ups 
permolt upon. your beart, and come firit of all beforc allthags 
of your mouth; Try all other ways of ſatisfying thoſe with wid 
you Tonverſe, of the truth of your ſpeeches, you ane &y 
Oath : quantam ad me periinee juro, ſed quantian nul vide wa 
weceſſuare compulſus ; Cum videre non mite cred: niſfs faciam, & 6 
wuls mon credit nou expedire quod non credit, &&c. As for my 
I ſometizaes ſwear, ( but ſo far as | am able to judge )) not 
I am compell'd with the greateſt neceſſity, when 1 ſce that law 
be believed cxcept I ſwear, and that it ſtands not with my 
bours ge [_ not believe me, 14 bid. —_ 
grea 0 | and therfore we ſhould 
recourſe to it as our CHER nothing clſe will eltablid 
men in the truth of what we ſay ; That faich which we may byeah'® 
the moſt perfelt that can be geven, ſaith Halicarnaſſenſir, The ftv 
end therefore ſhenld be the laſt pan of our veracity, __ 


WESTERN LEESTER ES RACHEEETE CIAGET IE CERS 


( 31) 
[. 2. But does it follow, that becanſe we muſt not ſwear : 
pot by any kinde of oath, firſt of all, or befoxe all other wayes 
ing credit to our words, that therefore we may at the lac 
azmity have recourſe to a ſolemn Oath. 
& The argument that our Saviour urgeth to perſwade us, that 
wefwear not at all, but let our communication be yea, yea ; ney, 
evinceth Chriſt ro intend in this prohibition, common, bur 
ſwearing. For —— is mere then theſe coma of evils 
6 the ell owe, that is, of tbe devil. For except we underitand 
Galt to ſpeak here of fuch voluntary aſſeverations as men. make in 
trcordinary diſcourſe, and not of ſuch as eitherthe. weight of the 
ak, ox the neceſhty of juſtice call for ; we muſt becontzraig'd impi- 
wy toallert, that in all thoſe preg in-S.Paal, 
thre he called God to witneſſe, came an evilt ſpizis; that our 
keled Saviour fo o'ten as he ſaid, awen, amen, which is more then 
mae; had thoſe words put into his mouth by the: evill one ; that 
Angell which Chrit ſent from heaven-to communicate the 
wvlcdge of futurethings to'S, Folw, was inſpired by the devill, 
ma we ſwear by brw that loverb for ever. 18 it a hard-matternow to 
woſe, whether we ſhould thiak, that the choſe veſſel, the clect 
yea, the Ar.hangell of the Covenant, were led by an evilt 
mW, to ſay more then yea, yea; nay, nay ; Or that thoſe men-arc 
aſpiric of errour, and under Jodi blindeneſſe, that can- 
thatthe words of Chriſt muit neceſſarily be refered to vo- 
kay raſh oaths, in our common diſcourſe, upon llieght occaſion, 
Wout7everence of the divine Majcltie, or intention.to ratifie ſome 
wheepromiſe of weight ? But theve which will give a clearer light 
Wtext, and be a more full demonſtration of the truth. thas 1 aan 
mg for, js this obſervatio1. , 
Ta Chrit affirms whatſoever is more then theſe, in the caſe 
Winn be prohibirs the uſe of more to be intriaſecally, and of its 
Manture, of an evill originall. For he-does not ground this polits- 
Unbetſeever i; more, uv of evill ] upon either his. prohibition or 
mand; A51if his mcaning were, that 'us therefore cvill becauſe 
thath now ſorbid.the uſe of more; but on the contrary, he grounds . 
whagrotubition [ Swear not ] and his ingainction [ ker your cammur- 
Wa &c. ] 00n this argument, becauſe mb-iſocuer> 1s ware then» 
wh, 44f eval; aud prefſeth the intrigdecal evils thaxismarurally,wn. 
4 at 


(32) : 
that which he prohibits, ( antecedently to his forbidding of Js Ba 
the reaſon of his prohibition. He does not ſay, I have now (als tg 
you to ſwear, or to uſe any more then ye« and nay, and | 
uſe of more is evill ; But, the uſe of more in the caſe that! 
of, is evil, and therefore I probibit it : whence it | 
follows, that in all caſes wherein Chriſt here forbids ſweari 
was ever a fin to ſwear * ain in the Patriarchs, and Old-Tellings 
Saints, before this prohibition, as well as it is in us Chriſtians ſte; 
that is, raſhly, prophanely, irreverently, in our ordi 
_ nication'- and that Chriſt hath not made that kinde of reveiy 
ſwearing a ſin to Chriſtians, that was the duty and commendation 
his antient people. | 

1. It is manifelt, that all raſh ſwearing, whether in Jew or 
ſtimn, proceeds from the evill heart of him that inures himſelf ty #3 
from that pride, athieſm, and hypocriſy that lodgerh in the 
doth the month utter all vain, fruitlefſe, and precipitate oaths 
aſſeverations ; and therefore, he that fears God, will abſtaig fil 
all cuſtomery oaths, not only for tear of the event ( ne jranth of 
cilitatem jurandi weniatur ex facilitate ad naſty ex oa 
ſnetndine in periurinum decidatur , S, Auſtin de mend, C15, 
by ſwearing we contrat a facility to ſwear , and fall 
facility to a cuſtom; and from ome into perjury , ) but 
gard to that evill fountain, (tte | —— of the ſweaty 

carts) whence all ſuch ſlink calves of the lips are cat. Ins word 
Ruffian diſgorgeth oaths from the ſame Principle, that the Fazali 

wreth out exrempore prayers, neither of them conſider, that 

are before God, whilethey invoke his name, and thereforethey 
fo ready to offer the ſacrifice of fools. As rhere are certain 
words, at the uſing whereof, evill ſpirits, ( by vertve of | 
mmſtirution ) preſearthemſelves, ſo all forms of invoking God, & 
ther by Oath or nrayer, exhibit the divine preſence to vs, of 
preſence, ifthey had regard, the one would not think it nothiag# 
ſwear, nor the other to pray unadviſedly ; neither of them wooldit 2 
fo haity with the'r mouths, fo haſtyto utter, quicquid in bucin; 
they did conſider they were before God: 'My ranking them 
will diſpleaſe them both, but let them wreak their ſpleen tyon® J# 
tomon,who hath coupled them as brethren in iniquity, '2s «xe 
ef Arhicſtical prophaneſle, and hath preſcribed the ſame me 
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| (33) 
gefor them both, it they have wit or grace to apply themſelves to 
vation of h1s rules. Eccleſ.5.1, 
it is as raanateit from the In tances of Chriit and Saint Paxl, 
then theſe ſometimes, and in ſome caſes, proceeds from 
from a divine principle, from an honeſt and gracious heart, to 
we, when _ aſleverations even by oath are uſed, 
4. Reverentially, as a ſolemn invocation of Gods name, as the 
ghbration of the highe't and mott augu.r at of divine worſhip ard 
dyation that can potſiblic be tendred xo the divine majeſty. 
#:Deliberatcly, with due confideration and preponderation of 
peight of the thing, the importance of our Neightiourg 'be- 
keving it, I_y that he will be prevail'd to beleeveus; 
guathe interpoſition'and aſſurance of the oath, & ©; Er ideo- nor 1- 


ww jrrafſe miſe ſeribens ub; conſideratio cautior non habet lingaan 
wew. We do not finde, ( ſaith S. Auſtin de mend. c.15. ) that 
&d_ ſwear, but when he was writing, becauſe” the pen is 

a blabb as the tongue ; men are"more circurmſpect of 

that fall from their quill then of thetothardropfron their 


Siacerely, with a purpoſe to lay as great ar Obligation upon 
to keep thy promiſe, and ſwear truly, as thy making oath 
to thy nezghbour, when thy cine and words are both of 

Wour, and the 1mpreſiions of thy ſoul correſpond withthe expreſs 
thy. mouth ; when thy conſcience” cur te} -rhee that thou 
delore God in thy heart what thou uttere(t to thy neighbour 

conditions concur'd in our Saviours and S. Pauls alleve- 

Sm,ud therefore! though they were more then theſe, yet they 

pot of evill, burfrom agood and honett heart 4 and were 
ng40 thoſe Phatiſaicall oachs which our Saviour cometans, 
kw they had neither reveremtiatithoughrs of God (for theycon- 

Svithey did by thoſe forms ſwear by God) nor weighed the mat- 

Wnlpogd-rated cit-um'tinces, but upon every lieght, upon no 

bolged 0ut fruitleſs orths: abr did they intend to binde thera- 

i 4/perfarraange of theit word; forithey accounted themn- 
viree after [uchoachsas if chroy'h4d never made them, 'Such 
ations ty ovr yea and vday;; arc bf themſelves evil, and 
forbidden; But the ground add reaſon of Chriſts prohibition 

F does 
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docs not reach the other ſort of additions, 

9. That 1 may make the two Teltameats kiſſe one another ve I. 
ting, and bring the ends of my diſcourſe together, Letit be condds 
 , from the propheſies before-quoted, That to interpret tha 
Evangelicaltexts as prohibitions to Chritians to ſwear in agy cre 
draws after it theſe blaſphemous conſequen:es. 

1. That Chriſt who came to accompliſh and ſeal fell. 
fill what was ſpoken by the mouth of the prophets, which have bes 
fince the world began, did contradict by his precepts and probibirty 
accompliſhment of thoſe prophelies, that foretold, that under & 
Goſpel, when Gods name ſhould _— in all the earth, his dd 
and choſen ſervants ſhould ſwear by the God of truth, as an evidew 
of their converſion to him from idols. | 

2, ThatS. Jawe: was by the Holy Ghoſt ( which Chriſt prod 
ſed ſhould leade hu Apoſtles into all rruth ) to forbid that, ( vith 
learn to ſwear after the way of Gods people rbe Lord liverh Yuada 
pain = er or at leaſt into hypocriſy ; wit 
the Spirit of Chyiſt in the holy Prophets perſwades Chriſtiansts 
under pain of utter deltruCtion, in caſe of neglect, and by the 
miſe of being built up in the midits of Gods le, in caſt 
would dilligemtly, lcarn to ſwear by bus name : which the ſame 
conddicats to Chriſtians as a ſigne of their (incere and cordial wap 
tance of the tyue God for their God. y 

3. That if the Chriſtian Church does not perform nawey 
Cod of truth by ſwearing as well as bleſiing in his name ; If 
tongue does not as well ſwear as their knees bow to him, tha 
Chriſtiag people are not the people of the Afeſſias, the 0 

come, but ſtil] ro be expected z thenthe blefſed Jeſus is vortlil 
hreſt of whom rhe prophets ſpeak, but asthe Jews at his 
ment, and their ity blaf) uſly ſtile him, a 
a counterfeitz. For by thepro it was foretold, thatat hls 
bition and vocation of the gentilesto the knowledge of the 
the gentiles called by his uame ſhould ſwear by the God of 
throughout the earth, orc. Yicld but this much to x Jewe! 
that the Chriſtian law forbids worſhipping of God, . byſ 
his name, forbids any _— —_— what we affirm 
yea,, nay ney; and you donot only deprive rhe Chrittian 
Church of one of her ſtrongelt bulwarks, of one of thoſe 
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cf the ſpirit ( re ſpirit of propheſy an the men of old, whereb 
ne _ of the Chrinian faith duip<rs Sy proved - 
«# all afailants, that ]Jcſus 1s the prophets Chriit, viz. becauſe 
Pts caling of us geatiles by his poſpell, we have worſhipt the 
we God by ſwearing by bis name; but alſo adminiſter to ls 
gunanſwerable argument for them to prove, that that Jefus whom 
ve Chri.tians worthup for the Chriſt, is not indeed the very Chriſt, 
becauſe he hath forbid that worſhip to be exhibited, which the 
pn gy — _— God of truth, at 
coming of that Chriit, whom they \; . It is not poſlible 
wimag'ne any thing raore unlike, or oppolite to one _— 
fat Chriſt and his diſciples, which the prophets deſcribe, are, to 
whatthis gloſle of the Quakers preſents Jeſus Chriſt and his diſciples 
whe. In the reign of the Prophets Chrift, Gods choſen ones of the 
Gentiles are to do him homage, to acknow!l their ſubjeCtion to 
: ce on him, awe of him, and hisdreadfull attributes, 
by ſwering by bi; name ; Eut in the reign of the Quakers Chriſt, the 
wmecld indeed may take its own courſe, but they whom God hath 
-"q and choſen _ the mer =. —_ turt —_ ol 
= ny} , at what time U 1810 W, 
mimen ſhould be taught of God, were to learn to ſwear, Yo Lord 
leah, and to be made to ply this lefſon with a promiſe robe built up, 
ev an with a threat, to be plucked ap, if they did 
wt; Sutthe people of the Quakers Chriſt, arc taught of God, that 
fymuſt not learn this leſſon, and arc terrified from their book with 
famous againſt it, as evill, as leading to deſtruQtion, oc. For the 
qpoltien is ſo palpable, as | necd not illuſtrate it with more Inftan- 
a. Itcan now therefore be a matter of no great difficulty to deter- 
mac, whether expoſition and praGiſe, _ ws theſe expo- 
ins, is more juſticable. That of the Chriſtian Church inall ages 
> ———— as not prohibiting her to give to 
honour that'sdur to him, by a reverentiall invacating of 
name,in ſacred and ſolemn oarhs, to the end that the ſay 
prophets may be fulfll'd,&x our Jeſus demonſtrated to be 
Git; or that of the Quakers whoſe gloſſe defrauds God of his due 
unage, robs the King of Saintsof one of the prime Jewells of his 
ents the ever-bleſſed Jeſus in the form of an Impoltor and 


iſt, leads directly to the gulf of grolleſt infidelity —— 
F 2 


(36) 
of Chiiit ;:an$fets the Old and New-Teſtaments, the Propheywi 
Evangetitts at greater odds, then the Man.cheans did; 
Goſpel tocontradict thoſe holy Prophets, ro whoſe teltimony os 
Saviour conſtantly appeal'd, for the deciſion of that great quetin 
whether he was that Chriſt that was tocome? putting ito thkife 
that heewould forego theclaim, and give thenv leave to call him & 
ceiver}; 'if he did not exactly anſwer that model, which the 
had drawn.of him that was to come; if they could diſcern one las 
in the whole body of: his perſon, of his doctrine, of his follower 
diſproportionabte tothoſe features with which che penſil of the I 
phets had painted the eMMeſſia, Fobn 5. 39,46. and 7obn 10.37; wi 
eAfat. 1.1.4. Al that our Saviour did, all he ſuffered, all he 
was byTule of prophelic, doing, ſutfcring, teaching no other thug 
then what the Prophets ſaid he ſhould, «A. 2622. and therelar 
that muſt needs be an unclean beaſt that does not divide the had 
that is, that interpretation of any. Evangelical Text, is bancfultote 
ſoul.that is not ſupported by the Prophetical.as well as Apoinlia 
[W titings ; much more that which goerh and-puit.c:hatthe -_— 
wath fomiryfett a contradiction as that doth, whiciinte | 
0 forbid his Diſciples to do, what the prophets ſay, he rect 
his Diſciples to learn, to wit, to'ſwear tbe Loyd liverb, to (peak th 
hnguage of Canaan in ſwearing. to him, to confeſle unto hin 
ſwearing by bis. Name ; The rmance of which homage tothe 
vine Majeity, that it might be more augult, reverential, Frm ar! 
to the Votanes, and ſatisfaGtoryto all, in pomt of anindubi 
termination of -conteoverlie ; It is and always was the willofG 
that Oaths ſhould be reſerv'd and ſequeſtred to the ſervice ofGal 
and the publick weal. of mankinde, and not ſquandred away ina 
ordinafy-converſc;, which wall of the holy God, when the Soak 
and Phaziſces had made void by theirs Traditional glolles, our 
uy vindicates, ;and reſtores to its primicive lofre, Myr 
that duſt, and renewing this prohibition, Swear not as all ( tht 
in your common talk ).not ſo much as by heaven or earth, oral 
of your head, but let your common word be yea yes, mend, 
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SECTION IIL. 


Hen | had blown off the duſt of falſe gloſſes from thoſe (a 

VV cred Texts, which the Quakers pervert to the coademnati- 
<6f the univerſal practiſe of the Church of Chriſt, 1 hoped. I had 
de enough to the Vindication of this part of divine wor(hip, and 
wrtevndeceiving of that deluded party ; Buttheir ſtating the caſe; 
rhting to Oaths and ſwearing, and preſenting itto the ſerious con- 
Weration of the King and both Houſes of Feckomens, ſpeaks them 
anbitious to be thought to have better company in their way of cx- 

ing Chriſt and Saint Famezs, then t am ſure ever ſet ſoot in it, 
aftalt an eye towards it ( except it was aſquint) even Primitive 
Chriſtians, Martyrs, and Fathers, who were ( as they ſay } of the 
fine minde and judgement with them. It will be requiſite therefore 
tat! demonſtrare the impertinency of thoſe Examples which they 
alledge, and the want of either ingenuity or honeſty that they be- 
wry in making of them, 

Example 't. 

Pelicarp being demanded to ſwear by the Emperours good fortune 
or Ceſar; proſperity, denied, aying; he was 4 Chriſtian, and ſo was - 
wamitted to the flames becauſe he would not ſwear, &c; | 

Anſwer. 

4Itisa bad omey- when men itumble- on the threſhold; as they do 
kirin this firſt Example, in their alledging whereof they commit 
note le crrours then there are ſentences. PR 

1. Whereas they interpret [| good forrune] by proſperity, as if the* 
Hrconſul had required no more of him but to\wear by C2fars prof- 
genity : £xſebine 1n the place quoted, hath [ Iuwomy Thy Kalonp& ow) ; 
Mich bis Tranſlator renders, Fur per Ceſaris genivem,, ſwear by the 
fon, the good demex, or good fortune of Gefer; which form'of 
ath Policarp and the whole Army of Martyrs refuſed to take, . be- 
anſethat which the Gentiles ftiled gerzs, the Chriſtizns knew to be 
&vils, which were worſhipped under the names of good Angels 
Whath been allready obſerv'd outof Terrallian, and every ſchool-boy 
maltrue-that verſe, Te fſacimus fortuna dean caloque locamns ; we 
@tiethee a Goddedle of-tortune ( which isthe engliſh of TV» ) and 
pace thee in heaven, a doughty argument : Policarp would nor -= 
Wt Y/ 


(38) 

'by dn heathenifh goddeſſe, or their Gods, who were devily, wi 
therefore Chriſtians muſt not ſwear by the true God, when the guy 
contrary follows : For God would not grudge idols that honow, # 
it were not his own peculiar. 

2. Thcir comparing the oath which the Preconſul tendred ts dg. 

£arp, to that form of oath which is in uſe in this Kingdom, as thy 
manifeſtly do, in that parentheſis [| which was then their naing 
oath ] aſperſeth the King and both Houſes of Parliament with & 
crime of heathenilh idolatry. 

3. Their cxpounding the Preconſul his {; [ £aks thin wb 
and ] will diſcharge thee ] dehie Chriſt, who ſaid, ſwear we, aj 
Policarp had reſulted to ſwcar upon the account of Chritts provid 
tion, 2nd not upon the account of the imnpiety of the form of the a 
itſelf; or as if to ſwear at all, though by che crue God, bad bers v 
defic Chriſt ; or as if ſwearing and refuling to ſwear at all, hadtha 
been the mark of diſtinction betwixt heatheas and Chriitians ; wha 
indeed the true criterion was this, that the gentiles would bavelul 
the martyrs ſwear by the idols, but the martyrs would aot ſwew be 
by the God of truth: theſe I ſay are moſt manifeſt perverioas d 
the texts both of Exſcbis; and MFox, 


Example 2. 
Pontins and Blindins refuſed to ſwear, being often urged, Zu 


L.y.cap.10. Anſwer. 
le hould be c4p. 7, where Exſcbim reports their Martyrdom, i 


ivegs this reaſon why would not ſwear, Vrgrbamurgue pert 
itn idela yerare, . An urged to ſmear by the Idalg of the Gentila; 


| C - PS: 
Baſdz4rs 2 Souldier, being required to give #n oath in « mat 


C9 ng his fellow-ſon'diers, denied 10.do0 it, plainly afro 
he was a Chriſtian, E»ſeb.16,cep.. for I muſt make bold toſerdon 
the book WR Pm hoe omjees Fox vol.1 folg1i. 


Enſchim his words aze, iqur mpbs 762 ovroghtiran errebele, cun can 
militentbus ſuis Sacraments «degerctur , bring urged by his feles 
ſouldicrs to take the Military oath, which was wont then ts be 
the Idols and the Epperopus, ſaith MF ox in the place quated, I® 
not remember that ever I met withſo many | b 
wickedly lallbed, as theſe we, 
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Example 4+ 
& the Plowmans Complaint 1s this, viz. Lord, thox piveft us «' 


anwendment of 1716 b, 31 bidding ws ſay, yes yea, nay nay, «ud [wear 
fe nothing , bus Lord, Gc. 


wer. 

This | confeſle comes home Ko poiat, if the allegation be faith- 
fl, bur if this Plow man be Chuarers Jack; Upland, ( as by his ſtile 
ke ſceras to de ) I never read that he was Canonized a Martyr, or 
&ub'd a Father of the Church, though he be the dad of Englith Poets ; 
wrdp 1 think his Romance will pafle amoagit rational! men for 


authority. 
8 , Exam 


febn Wiclff was condemned Ghote forth, that af Orb; mhich- 
k made for any comratt or barg ain betwixe max aid man, wire nnlaw- 


Fox vel, 1. ſol.587, 
/u, 1. ſel.y87 a 


" This was indeed the 4.1. Article charged agaiaft him; but what is: 
tis to ſolemn ſwearing when we are lawfully called to it ? 
Example G. 

Wiliew Swinderley, the 14. Article againſt hina was, that he ſhould: 
lay, that no man ought to ſwear far any thyng, but ſimply withant anoach» 
wefirm or deny. Fox wal,r. fel. 614. 

Anſwer. 

The Anſwer which (in the place quoted Y he returned to that 
ſhall be mine ; O/+ ( ſaith he ) have Iſaid, and yer will, rhat 
no Suuld vet ſwear by any creature, and that ne man ſrould ſmear 1% 
de, a well nigh all people wſetb, 


I xa - 

Theſe general received Re ns poor Chriſtians in this na- 
bon was, that neucber P , nor Prelace, nor Ordinary, can compel any 
vſmur by any creature of God, or by the bible-beok, Fox. wil 1. fol: 687. 

eAnjwer, 

Both poor and rich Chriſtiatof he Church of England, do retain 
tte fame doGtrine at this day, and when cither Pope, Prelate, or 
viduary, impoſe any other form of oath upon you but whatis cita- 
Uidt by law, and wherein you are urged to ſwear, not by any crea- 
us Only God, Creator, and Redeemer, you may complain and 


Example 
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| Example 8. | 
* W;lliam Thorpe, when The, Arundel Archbiſhop of Camel 
Miihim2y His hand upon the bouk.that he might ſwear " 
plicd, Sir, ef books nothing elſe but a thing coupled together of ny 
creatzres, and to ſwear by any creargre, both Gods Law and ma i; 4. 
ainſt 1t. One Article againit him was, that he preacht in S/ that 
Tburch in Shrewsbury, that is 15 not lawfull. to ſwear in any caſe, Fin 
vol.1. fol;689.6g90,692.501., «av my 
| j Anſwer. ys 
: Irwas ingenioully anſwered, and pat tothe Archbi | 
him to ſwear ( notas the law ordains upon ) but by 
yet, withal, that holy Martyr ih the place quoted hath the 
['S##, this thing I ſay here, before Go Clerks, that 
when, \and to whom men are bound to ſwear, I will, through Gu 
be ever ready thereto, ] And as tothe Article, he. denied tit 
Preacht - b uch doctrine, either at Shrewsbxry, or any. where 
butonly;, that by S.'Fames his authority, itis not lawfulf hy 
by any creature z nor m/any caſe, where the taking of ati'oath © 
be excuſed to them, that have power to impoſe an oath, In uhi | 
point I cordiallyconcurr with him. __ 
MM IRIOIRAG LD 4.4 \BExienple og. © wth 
Elizabeth Young, Anno.1558, refuſed to ſwear, and perfiſtediifie 
rctuſal, &c. Fox, y4.3. f.g10, | | .- = 
| '_eAnſwer. "mY 
One of the oaths that was tenared her, was, what books (ie 
ſo143 this ſhe xefuſed to take; becauſe* ſhe woyld not betray 
Chriitian friends z and the other oath ny would havehad 
was, whether ſhe was a man br wornr ?_ this ſne refuſed, | 
tharmighr-be determined without an oath; to wit; by being 
by women, and therefore ſhe offer'd her ſelf to be ſearchr," 
ro give them any other fatisfaCtion but that, apd her bare 
her ſelf to be a woman, becauſe what "was more then that, in i 
caſe, was ofevill.\Fox in'the place quotcd. She 6 
© - +. 12  Exnpple 16. WR} 
" TheWaldenſes profeſſed it to be no way lawfull for" "Cunng 
to ſwear, whoſe det 
| | hd { Example 11. oe 
, One Article urged agaiat the Proteltauts of Picdmont, Anu 


« © WH 
f 


fenſe Biſhop Vſher undertakes, De ſucreſ. * Cr 


(4t) 
| oihs, that EE it was not lawfull to ſwear any thing. 


wer, 

- loyn theſe, becauſe they of Piedmont are the Relics of the old 
Waldenſer, againſt whom this was wont to be charged by the Papiits, 
thatthey were wholy againſt all ſwearing, In which point the Arch- 
tiſhop of Armagh undertakes to vindicate them : but how ? not by 
uintaining the opinion, but by proving it to be a calumny caſt up- 
anthem by their adverſaries. Frater Nicolaus Eymericus , 2, port. 
det. inquiſccer. Hereſis Waldenſium, tertsa dicitnr quad jurare in j1t- 
dicis, five extra judicinm , in quacungue cauſa, oft iliicitum 3 mortale 
pncnre; guaring corum error eft, quod dejerare in yudicio coram jud:- 
oh de dicenda veritate & revelandss complicibus ſuis in bac frits, non 
et illicunm & peccatam, imo licitum & ſantum, Friar Nicolus Eyme- 
raw ( in the ſecond part of his direCtions to the Inquiſitors, ),reckons 
di de the 3d hereſie of the Waldenſes ; That to ſwear, whether it 
he before a Judge or extra-judicially, in any caſe, is unlawfull, and 
- mental! ſin, Their fourth errour is, That to ſwear falſly beſore a 

Judge in open Court, when the Qyeſtion is about confeliing truth, 
errevealing their Complices and fellow-SeCtarians, is not un'awful 
—_— ts and ſacred, ony Biſhop UV ——_ in the 

.162,0n toevince -0us pens 
yi Ccribes, |_ the i cy of their caluranies, A 
| unlikelibood that they who held ir lawfull ( in 
me caſes) to forſwear, ſhould hokd it unlawfull ( in any aſc. ) te 
fyexr, If you did not ſce this to be the defence which that learned 
Frinat made, where are yow eyes? tf you did, whene is your con- 
Hence ? and where do you think owlt be our wit, if we believe 
@ men vpon their bare word, who belic fo many Authours in 


miting ? 

” Example 12. 

Erofune, Plato, cAMrander, Antonixs, Heſird, Theogus. 
| A 


wor. 
uf Nicranching Srufmns with heathens, ſinelts rank of the Jeſuits 
«8 ſpit, whoſe deviſe itis to paint hint hanging betwixt heaven and 
as being neither Paph{t nur Proceſtare, in their verdict, and by 
quence exthet 3 Mahomeran or Pagan, But whatcyer hisjudge- 
as70 Papilts or Proteſtants, K« was farr enough from the 

G 


opinion - 


(42) 

inion of the Quakers; for where he ſpeaks. of tlie 
o| ſwearing, pr uſeleſſnefſe of oaths, he ſpeaks of ſwearing a. 
our ordinary communication, as is manife(t from that clauſe { þy. 
Jour bargains, ye needno oath, ye need no.cxecration,. which the... 
Quaker Apotogkt either-ignoranely.or raalicioully omits..| f 
the place hy him quorcd, ( his Annotations on Mat.5.34.) As.to the- 


ro.t of thoſe authorities that are joynd with his, they are.anſweid', 


( SetE.1 . eArprn:.1. ) where's, Pauls. prattiſe is oppoſed to. they 

whizh ought to- be of more weight with Chriitians.then, all.the lay 

ings of ailheathen Poets and Philoſophers. 
Ex 


a_ 13, , 444.6 
. S-eAuftin in Pſa.88, It is well that God hath forbiddenmen.ty. 


twear, leit by cuitom of ſwearing, &c. de mendacio, leit by. (wear. 
ing'ye come 0 a cultome. | 
eAnſwer., 


The very words here slledged, cvinee, that S.- Anftmm ſpeaks of 
common ſwearing, and certainly be mu} be beſide his Text, if from 
the Qld Teſtament he infer the unlawfulneſs of all kinde of ſwearing, 
what hisjudgemtnt is about oaths, in, his Treatiſe de mendacio, hath. 
becn already declared: . 

Example 14.,and 15, 
The AMibinesin France, and Michael Sadler in Germany. 


Your Authours ſay-only, that that charge. was alledged agaiat 
them, but not that it was proved, 
Exemple 16, 17, 18, 
Fereme, Chryſoſtom, Fuſtin e Martyr, Walter Brute: 


When you name the Texts of theſe three Fathers, we ſhall ex-+ 
mine whether you faithfully report them : As to Waker Bru, It is 
true, he affirmed what is alledged,. but with proteſtation, thathe. 
would retract thgt opinion, . if he wereconvinc't of. the erraur oft; 
and accordingly did, upon conference with the Biſhop of Her 
ſubmit himſell ro the determination of the Church, as appears/fman 
your own Authour, Feaw-yol.1.pag.653- 2x0 

The La 


\ » who have refuſed to pay. Church-dutics, and they 
\ b | 2— Ja pay. -dunics, [ 
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. oft 


. » *.Tbe Order of Middlebrough , which is no wa s applicable to 'F 


(43) 
whb'd the Royal Exchequer, which is partlyſupplicd out of 

w rap firſt-fruits. en ith 
ki why do you. urge theſe Examples, or trouble his Majeſty! 
+ Jadthe Parliament with ou Plea, to be exempted from taking an 
{0h ? becauſe ( forſooth ) your conſcience will not allow you to. 
- rear, when you atually do ſwear in as ſolemn: and auguſt a form 
*Jxs ispoſible for the-tongue of man to exprefſe, even then when 
{way you. dare not ſwear, pag.8. God who « the ſearcher of hearts 
» that it 1s with boly reſpett,ooc. juſt like that ſullen boy, whom: 
his mother commanded to ſay, good morrow, to his godfather,, 
* _ in a ſilent dump, till he was ſoundly baſted, and then blub-' 
out this outcry, / canner ſay, goed merroy, net 1. 


